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REMARKS 

Claims 1-19 are presently pending in the application. Claims 11-19 have been added. 
Claims 1 and 6 have been amended. 

L Procedural Matters 

The Examiner has acknowledged the claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19, as 
well as the receipt of the certified copy of the priority document. Furthermore, the Examiner has 
also returned an initialed copy of Form PTO-1449 thereby indicating that he has considered the 
references cited thereon. 

II. Rejection of Claims under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Murray et al (U.S. Patent No. 
5,610,635 issued March 11, 1997) in view of Walker (U.S. Patent No. 6,302,527 
issued October 16, 2001) 

Claims 1 - 10 

Claims 1 - 10 stand rejected by the Examiner under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Murray et al 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,610,635 issued March 11, 1997 - hereinafter "Murray") in view of Walker 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,302,527 issued October 16, 2001 - hereinafter "Walker"). For the following 
reasons, this rejection is respectfully traversed. 

The present invention teaches a communication unit enabled to communicate with an ink 
container storage element when the ink container is not loaded on the carriage of the ink jet 
recording apparatus and upon the storage element being brought close to the communication unit 
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of the recording apparatus. As acknowledged by the Examiner, Murray fails to teach or suggest 
a communication unit enabled to communicate with an ink container storage element when the 
ink container is not loaded on the carriage of the ink jet recording apparatus. (Office Action 
dated October 7, 2002 at 2.) 

As to Walker, this patent teaches the use of linking device 16 for non-contact data 
transfer, the data consisting of "ink low" or "insufficient ink to complete the task" information 
(column 8, lines 32 - 35), wherein any data transfer takes place while the ink container is 
installed in the printer. Of note, Walker fails to suggest data transfer when the ink container is 
not installed in the printer. Thus, even though Walker may suggest "non-contact" data transfer, 
it fails to teach or suggest a communication unit enabled to communicate with an ink container 
storage element when the ink container is not loaded on the carriage of the ink iet recording 
apparatus and upon the storage element being brought close to the communication unit. 

As such, neither Walker, Murray or any combination of the two teach or suggest an ink 
container communicating with an ink jet recording apparatus when the ink container is not 
installed in the ink jet recording apparatus and upon the storage element being brought close to 
the communication unit. Accordingly, because the references, whether individually or in 
combination, fail to teach or suggest the present invention, the rejection of claims 1 - 10 is 
improper. 

Claims 11 - 19 

Similar to the above, claims 1 1 - 19 are at least patentable because the cited references do 
not teach or suggest a communication unit communicating with the storage element provided 
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with the ink container not only when the ink container is loaded on the carriage of the recording 
apparatus, but also when the ink container is not loaded on the carriage. 



III. Conclusion 

In view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of this application are now believed 
to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any points remain in issue which the 
Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is 
kindly requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 




Respectfully submitted, 



SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 

2100 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20037-3213 



Telephone: (202) 663-7385 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 



Date: February 6, 2003 
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APPENDIX 

VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES 
IN THE CLAIMS : 

The claims are amended as follows: 

1 . (Amended) An ink jet recording apparatus comprising: 

a recording head [of jetting] that jets ink drops to record, 

a carriage adapted to be loaded with [an] a detachable ink containe r, said detachable ink 
container storing ink to be fed to said recording head when said detachable ink container is 
loaded in said carriage [in a removable state], and 

a communication unit [of communicating] that communicates with a storage element [for 
said ink container installed in] provided with said ink container, said communication unit being 
able to communicate with said storage element [for] provided with said ink container when said 
ink container is not loaded on said carriage and upon said storage element for said ink container 
being brought close to said communication unit . 

6. (Amended) An ink jet recording apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein 
information within said storage element for said ink container can be rewritten and [information] 
stored in said storage element [for said ink container] at least via said communication unit [is 
read and rewritten]. 
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Claims 11 - 19 are added as new claims. 
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